











Although classical Italian gardens
favor shrubs and trees over flowers,
Robert integrated a cutting garden into
the plan, at Cindy’s request. Situated
near the gazebo, it offers a vivid array of
irises and roses in spring and the purples
of desert verbena and ruellia in summer.
Along with planters at the home’s
entrance, these blooms satisfy Cindy’s
desire for living color and fulfill Robert’s
plan to soften the landscape.

To meet the challenge of maintaining a
green landscape in the desert, Robert and
Jernigan designed two drip-irrigation sys-
tems to accommodate the watering needs
of everything from lawn, ironwood trees
and palms to Arabian jasmine and roses.

They also developed a soil-manage-
ment system that utilizes fertilizer injec-
tors hooked into the irrigation lines.
Jernigan adjusts its mixture according to
soil needs and season. He primarily uses
organic products that help buffer soil
salts and keep plants healthy year-round.
He adds mulch to promote plant vigor.
“It enriches the soil and stabilizes root
temperatures,” he explains.

The combined efforts of the Galbuts
and their consultants have resulted in lay-
ers of mounded, spiked and leafy green-
ery contrasting with the silvery textures
of olive trees, gopher plants, agaves and a
succulent garden near the guest house.
The landscape is thriving with plants and
memories, and is sure to be enriched by
the Galbuts’ next adventure. H

See Sources.

Mature citrus trees and Italian
cypress draw attention to a
gazebo at the far end of the
garden. The columns, purchased
in San Francisco, are decorated
in a bas-relief pattern. Land-
scape designer Chad Robert
designed the open iron dome at
the top of the structure.

T PHOENIX HOME & GARDEN m NOVEMBER 2005
|208




R L

PHOEMIX HOME & GA






